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Bells 

September 2022 

The monthly newsletter of BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
110 West Austin St.   Fredericksburg, TX 78624 

www.bethanyfbg.com 
Phone 830-997-2069   FAX 830-990-8916 

“Being, Living as, and Making Disciples of Jesus Christ” 

Bethany 

 Data, Data, Information, and Data 
 

            We live in what many are calling the “Information 
Age.”  Our brains today process more information in a day than 
many of our ancestors processed in a month.  Information and 
data is at our finger tips, and we only need a screen, keyboard, 
and internet connection to access tons and tons and tons of it. 
            But that doesn’t mean we have instant access to it or 
that we don’t need time to compile it, especially when we have 
a specific need of it.  And, right now, here at Bethany, we have 
a specific need, especially regarding the new estimated cost of 
Phase one of our master plan, which is a new Bethany Pre-
school building.  

 
            As one member pointed out at a committee meeting, “A 
lot has changed since 2019.”  Indeed.  It has, and there are sev-
eral groups trying to find out how much it has changed: the 
Congregation Council; capital campaign committee; building 
committee; and preschool board and directors are all hard at 
work collecting data and information to make sure the congre-
gation can make an informed decision on how to proceed with 
phase one of the master plan.  
            We estimate that it will take several months to compile, 
process, and distribute that data.  It will also take time to formu-
late a plan based on that data.  Our intention is to keep the con-
gregation “in the loop” as we go through this process, so we 
welcome questions, comments, suggestions, and ideas.  We 
also ask for patience and your prayers as we go through this 
process.  Thank you. 
  
      Pastor Kevin Haug 
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Fall Festival—September 17th 
The annual Lutheran Fall Festival, sponsored by our 
camping ministry “Cross Trails,” happens Saturday, 
September 17 at Marktplatz in Fredericksburg.  
There is a craft fair, quilt auction, live music, food 
booths and trucks, kids carnival games, and much 
more.  Details at:  

https://www.crossstrails.org/ways-to-give/fall-festival/ 

New Members Classes &  
“Lunch with the Pastors” 

 

    For those interested in joining Bethany & those who may simply 
be curious, we’ll be having two new members’ classes during a noon 
“lunch with the pastors” and some other Bethany folks:  
 

 Sunday, Sept. 11  “Discover Bethany” 
 We’ll discuss the history & ministries of Bethany and give a 
 tour of the entire campus  
 

 Sunday, Sept. 25  “Discover Lutherans” 
 For those who have not been confirmed in a Lutheran 
 church—we’ll discuss history, core beliefs, worship, and 
 questions you might have 

 

To register, sign up on Pastor Casey’s door, email him at  
pastorcaseyblc@gmail.com, or call the church office.  For those who 
decide to join Bethany, we’ll have a reception October 9. 
 

See p. 18  of this 
newsletter for  

more information. 

 

     In Our Prayers 

 
 

Hospital/Clinic/ER/Tests:    

Jody Donovan Sheila Donovan Carlton Eckert 
Ron Kunz 

 
 

Ongoing: 
Carol Eckhardt Donald Eckhardt Audrey Gold  
Jason Holland          Kenna Joy Kramer Billy Leifeste 
 
 
 

Baptism: 
 Journie Lombardi, Chase Lombardi, and Hattox     

Villatoro were baptized on Saturday, August 13.  
Tony and Skotti Lombardi are parents of Journie and 
Chase and grandparents to Hattox 

 
Our Sympathy to: 
 The family of Walt Grinke, who died August 1;  his 

funeral was August 6. 
 

Birth Congratulations to: 
 Tyler, Becca, and Mia Turbeville at the birth of Cora 

Jayne on August 22; grandparents are Pastor Ray 
and Debbie Tiemann. 
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                Stay Informed 
 Text messages for updates & prayer; to join the  
        Bethany group, text:  @bethanytx2 to 81010 

 

 After hours, listen to our office phone’s voice 
message about upcoming worship. 

 Those on our email prayer chain will also occasionally re-
ceive updates about changes in schedules. 
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September Bir thdays 
1– Robert Fletcher 
     Greta Hartmann 
      Avery Holland 
2 – Dorcella Sunday 
3—Sierra Deike 
      Autumn Elrod 
      Emma Elrod 
      Nancy Geistweidt 
      Elizabeth Warriner 
4—Hal Doerre 
      Ruth Rose 
      Gerald Schmidt 
5—Mike Haley 
6 -  Laurie Jenschke 
      Marjorie Ottmers 
      Rode Parker  
7—Kate Maenius 
      Dana Sherrod 
      Christy Walker 
8—Ron Borchers 
      Marlene Deike 
      Noah Greene 
      Clara Kozielski 
      Hesston Schulz 
9—Gina Daniels 
      Carol Eckhardt 
      Christian Evans 
      Sammy Geistweidt 
      Samantha Williams 
      Dan Mittel 

20—Kit Kunz 
21—Grant Giles 
22—Lauren Itz 
23—Carol Baethge 
        Peggy Cox 
        Ruby Kettenhofen 
        Linda Simonsen 
24— Mary Heath 
        John Schmidt II 
25—Florine Bruns 
        Carolyn Garza 
26 -   Lara Nixon Rivera 
        Luther Rode 
        Carin Treibs 
        Rode Walker 
27 – Boen Stone 
28— Stanley Crenwelge 
         Susan Ottmers 
29—Brenda Doerre 
         Daisy Straube 
30—Linda Pape 
        Brooklynn Stehling 

      

10—Judy Luckenbach 
11—Garryn Pittman 
12—Lynette Cornehl 
         Lindy Haley 
13—Justin Hoffmann 
        Barbara Mauer 
        Jean Renfro 
14—Reed Collier 
        Holden Light 
        Nancy Neans 
        Elizabeth Sandoval 
        Gary Stehling 
        Kyle Treibs 
        Curvey Weber 
15 – Allen Buchmeier 
16—Melissa Holland 
        Vonnie Maner 
        Larry Ottmers 
  17—Tim Van Antwerp 
        Nathan White 
19—Emma Baughn 
      Nolan Baughn 
        Danielle Geistweidt 
       Karen Petermann 
        Shyann Pitts 
 
         

Sept. 30th - Oct. 2nd   
Bethany parking lot closed for 
Oktoberfest. 

 

 Friday evening,  
 Saturday all day   

 Sunday afternoon 

F.Y.I
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Bethany Meal at 
Marktplatz 

Sunday, September 18 

We’ve been waiting since March 2020, when COVID hit, for a big 
celebration at Marktplatz!  

And the time has come!! 
The Fellowship Team will host a BBQ brisket and sausage meal 
with sides at noon on Sunday, September 18.  Beer and wine will 
also be provided.  This was put together to be a time of true  
celebration after all we have endured over the past couple of 
years as well as looking forward to a bright future of being, living 
as, and making disciples of Jesus Christ.  The Fellowship  
committee asked, and the council agreed that the church would 
provide this meal free of charge so that no one had to worry 
about financial obligation.  It’s a meal of grace celebrating God’s 
graciousness.  We thank Backwoods BBQ 
for providing the meal and giving the 
church an awesome price. 
  

Berta Allen Honored Sept. 18 
 

On Sunday, September 18, we will honor 
Berta Allen who is retiring as Financial  
Secretary after 30 years of service. During her 
first 22 years, she also served as Bethany’s 

Office Manager. Bring cards or notes to share with her! 
Berta retires September 30. 

Becky Dittmar Hired 
 

Becky Dittmar has been hired as our new financial  
secretary; she and Berta Allen are working together  
during August and September. Becky grew up at Bethany 
and has moved back after completing her career.   
Welcome, Becky! 
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HELP BREAK THE CYCLE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
This month’s special offering is Grace Center of Fredericksburg. 
 

The Grace Center of Fredericksburg (GCoF) is a 501(c)3 non-
profit that seeks to provide victims of domestic violence and 
their children a safe haven and supportive resources away from 
their abuser.  GCoF is currently conducting a capital campaign to 
raise funds to build a 38-bed shelter in Fredericksburg.  Con-
struction will not begin until funds have been raised. 
 

You may think our community does not have such a need.  
Wrong!  Statistics show that 1 in 4 women and 1 in 7 men have 
been victims of severe physical violence (e.g. beating, burning, 
strangling, etc...) by an intimate partner in their lifetime.  Often, 
children are eyewitnesses to this violence. 
 

The Grace Center recently named Hattie Heiner Allen, a local 
gal, as its executive director.  She will be overseeing general op-
erations and planning, as well as the building of the shelter.  For 
the past 7 years she has served as chief executive officer at the 
Kendall County Women’s Shelter in Boerne. 
 

You can help GCoF reach it goal with your financial contribution 
in September.  No amount is too small.  If you wish to donate to 
this fund, make your checks out to “Bethany Lutheran Church” 
and write “Grace Center” on the memo line. 
 

Use your special offering envelope, a pew envelope, or auto-
matic debit memo. 
 

In the meantime, shop Schatze Haus at 712 W. Main St., a resale 
boutique that benefits the Grace Center!!! 

Special Offering for September 
 

The Grace Center of Fredericksburg 
Location 

Knopp Assisted 

Knopp #2 

Heritage Place 

Day 

Wed. 9/7 

Time 

  9:30 

Location Day Time 

Thur. 9/1 

10:30 FBG NH 

Villages of  
Windcrest 

Knopp RC 

Wed. 9/14 

Wed. 9/14 

Thur.  9/8 

10:45 

9:45 

  9:30 

Knopp #1 Thur.  9/8 10:30 

Bethany:  January/April/July/October 

 

Holy Ghost: March/June/September/December 

 

Zion:  February/May/August/November 

Celeste Care 
*Dan Mittel 

 

Villages of Windcrest 
  *Marion Welgehausen   *Gloria Brooks  *Audelle Burkey 

 

FBG NURSING HOME  

 

KNOPP HEALTHCARE & REHAB CTR (#1) 
  *Brandi Welgehausen  

 

KNOPP RETIREMENT   
*Clarence Rose  

 

KNOPP (#2)  

Betty Grinke     *Ruby May Stahl  

 
 

KNOPP Assisted Living Care Center 
*Susan Weinheimer        

 
 
 

WINDCREST NURSING & REHAB  

*Genevieve Ketron 
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Windcrest 

Thur. 9/1   9:30 

10:30

Wed. 9/7 

September 2022 
Assisted Living 



Sept.  2022 TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  COMMUNION 
Date 

 

Sun. 
Sept. 

11 

Time 

 

8:15 
 

10:30 

Communion Assistants 

 

No Communion 
 

No Communion 

 

Sun. 
 Sept.  

18 

8:15 
 

10:30 

 

Jonathan Baethge, Todd Keener 
 
 

Keith & Eileen Whited, Jody Donovan 

 

Sun. 
Sept. 

25 

No Communion 
 
 

 

No Communion 

 

8:15 
 

10:30 

24 

Sun. 
Sept. 

4 

8:15 
 
 

10:30 

David & Sharon Browne 
 
 

 

Debbie Tiemann, Carlton Eckert, Leland Geistweidt 

 
 
 

High School  
Blaser Tag 

 Sept. 11th 
 Austin, TX 

 
Middle School  
    Blaser Tag 
 Sept. 25th 
 Austin, TX 

 

 

Kiesha will  
have more  
info. soon!! 
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Lifeboat Log : 
September 2022 

          Two Stories from a Stocker 
        From time to time, we are privileged to  
     speak with patrons of the Lifeboat little food  
     pantry.  These are always prized events,  
     reminding us of how proud we are to  
represent Bethany, extending Christ's helping hands to our 
neighbors. 
     This is from last month: "We were getting low on many items, so 
I went to Walmart.  While checking out, the checker was curious 
about my selections.  I told her about Lifeboat and she appeared 
quite excited.  She said that she is trying to support her family and 
finding it difficult to have enough money to make ends meet.  She 
has used the Fredericksburg Food Pantry but can't always make 
that work.  I invited her to stop by Lifeboat. 
     When I returned to Lifeboat, there was a lady  
examining the contents.  I asked her if she wanted anything in par-
ticular.  She said that she took some food to a shut-in elderly per-
son who really enjoys Vienna sausages (since they are easy to open 
and eat).  She said that by taking food to them, they don't have to 
drive to the store if it is not safe to do so." 
        Amen!! 
 

   - Bethany Outreach and Advocacy Team (BOAT) 
 
 
 
                       

                                                                               Car Day Coming!!! 
Heads up...BOAT will be hosting their next                 

  Car Day 
 Date:  Saturday, October 8, 2022 
 Time: from 9 to 11 AM 
Place: in the Bethany parking lot 

 
 

Stop by for a free check of your car’s fluids, tire pressure, hoses, 
battery condition & a little advice for future things to look out 
for.  Share the word with those who could use this service. 

Hope to see you there! 
 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/car-maintenance-cliparts_10.htm


 

 September Sunday Schedule 

Adult Classes @ 9:20 Sundays 

Adult Bible Class - 
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   Transitions Class–  
   The Transitions class is for anyone who 
   enjoys a highly interactive class where 
all thoughts and ideas are welcome.  The class meets in 

room 205 (triple room) at 9:20 a.m.     Please join us then 

for lively discussions on various topics related to life and 
faith. In September this class will be discussing “Seeing 
Gray in a World of Black & White”  by Adam Hamilton. 

Legacy Builders (young adults class)-  
The class focuses on the stress of balancing work,  
raising kids, dealing with busy schedules and  
unexpected challenges.  Singles and couples are  
welcomed!  They meet downstairs in room 115  
starting at 9:20 am.  Please join us at that time for  
breakfast bar, fellowship and studies seeking  
guidance for life’s decisions.  In September they will begin 
 a series “The Five Languages of Love”.   

The Adult Bible Class meets in the overflow area at the 
back of the sanctuary with the pastors.  They will continue 
the study of “Baptism, the Bible and Life”.  People of all 
ages are welcomed!  Please come join us! 

DATE TIME USHERS 

 
 

Sun. 
Sept. 

11 

 
Sun. 
Sept. 

18 

 
Sun. 
Sept. 

25 

 
8:15 
 
10:30 
 

 
8:15 
 
10:30 

Max Beckmann—captain,  
Bonnie Beckmann 

 
Jody Donovan - captain 

Sheila Donovan 

Bubba Schnelle—captain,  
Shirley Sagebiel, Linda McCann 

 
Jim McAfee - captain 

Sharon Joseph, Wes & Georgia Reagan 

Dwight Oestreich—captain 
Scott Brundridge, Judy Brundridge 

 
Willard Dearing—captain 

Kathy Meybaum 

              September 2022 TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  

 

8:15 
 
 
10:30 
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         Bulletin Announcements  
on Website 

Want to see the Sunday bulletin and an-
nouncements? They’re both posted each 

week on our website.  Click on the worship 
tab for the drop down menu:     

www.bethanyfbg.com 
Don’t have internet? Stop by the church dur-
ing the week for a copy. If you’d like to stay in 
your car, call and we’ll bring one out to you! 
 
        

 
Sun. 
Sept. 

4 

 
8:15 
 
10:30 
 

Brad Holland - captain,  
Autumn, Avery & Dawson Holland 

 
Tom Roarick—captain 

Sharon Roarick, Jim & Constance Schultz 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elkhornhillsumc.org%2Fmain%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F01%2Fadult-bible-study.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elkhornhillsumc.org%2Fadult-sunday-school-classes%2F&docid=lZjeqWLfWzlz1M&tbnid=U7


September  2022 PRAISE & WORSHIP (10:30) 
Leader 

 
Kid’s Message 

 

HOSTS 
 

Communion Assistants 

 
Prayer Minister 

Sun. 
Sept.   

4 

Sun. 
Sept. 

11 

Sun. 
Sept. 

18 

 

Cheryl Flink 

 

 
 

Cheryl Flink 

 

Carl Schoessow 

 

 
Carl Schoessow 

 

Ken Smith 
 

Ken Smith 

 
Shane & Michele 

Willis 

 

No Communion 
 

Cheryl Flink 

 

Kay Stech 
 

Kay Stech 

 

Erik & Beth 
Iverson 

 

No Communion 
 

Kay Stech 

Ralph & Karen Rode  
Marc & Camille Williamson 

 

Ken Smith 
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Sun. 
Sept. 

25 

 

 
 
 

Sem & Danielle 
Geistweidt 

 
Jennifer Jenschke 

(2) 

 

Jaye Treibs (2) 
Ken Smith (2) 

 
 

Carl Schoessow 

Parents: Got Kids Over 30? 
 

As we prepare to update our membership rolls, 
we realize we still have on our lists many  
members’ children who are now in their 30s or 
40s and attend other churches out-of-town or in 
Fredericksburg.  Parents, would you help us by 
emailing Layne & the pastors the names of your 
adult children whom we may remove from our 
rolls? This will help greatly with the updating  
process. Thanks! 
 

     September 2022 Altar Guild 

 

                      Traditional: 

 

             Constance Schultz, Judy Morgan  
                 & Jeanette Dick 

                         Contemporary:  

 

                                  Karen Rode & Linda Pape 
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Prayer Cards to Ushers 
In September, we will again take 

up prayer cards in Traditional  
Worship.  The ushers will need to col-

lect the cards as the worship pastor runs the slide 
show on the screen.  You may write on the prayer card 
the names of people for whom we should pray.  Be 

sure that you have permission from the person or that 
their condition is public information.  Thanks! 

Sunday School &  
Adult Education Rooms 

 
Who goes.....  Where 
2-5 year olds  Room #100 
Kinder & 1st Grade  Room #103 
2nd & 3rd Grade  Room #101 
4th & 5th Grade  Room #105 
Middle School  Room #113 
High School   Room #112 
 

Young Adults/Legacy Builder’s      Room #115 
Transitions will meet in the Triple Room  #205 
Adult Bible Classes will meet in the overflow area 
at the back of the sanctuary. 

  F.Y.I. 
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Brother Steward 
Labor Day Benefits! 

The Apostles didn’t have a 30-hour  
week.   

 

Following Jesus was a full- 
time job.  With that in mind, this  
week we celebrate not only those  
who work, but especially those  
who work for Christ: Pastors,  
Deacons, Volunteers, Stewards, and families. 

 
 

We celebrate our full-time Christians who practice 
and participate in their religion every day.  

 

By using their God-given gifts of Time, Talent, and 
Treasure they strive to fulfill his mission. And for 
this, they will be rewarded with a host of heavenly 
credits.  

 
 

So, celebrate the Lord’s work. And, all who toil in 
the vineyards of our community. 

 
 

‘Tis truly a labor of love this Labor Day.  

 

God Bless. 
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UPDATING MEMBERSHIP ROLLS 
Letters Going Out to Folks We Haven’t Seen 

in PRE-COVID times (2018-2019) 
 

In September, the council and staff will be updating our Beth-
any membership rolls, as required by the constitution. In ad-
vance we will send letters with response cards to these folks: 
 

People who now live out-of-town (in an effort to help 
them find a congregation where they can worship 
weekly). 

People in Fredericksburg who, according to our records, 
have not been worshipping with us during the last two 
“pre-COVID” years 2018-2019 or longer. 

This would not include our homebound or nursing home 
folks, people with health problems, or people staying 
away due to concerns about COVID. 

 
If you receive a letter from the council, please respond by 
card or email letting us know if you have moved, joined an-
other church, become homebound; or, if wish to be removed 
from our rolls, wish to remain on our rolls, or wish to be con-
tacted by someone. We realize sometimes there has been a 
personal difficulty or a disappointment with the church, and if 
you wish, we’d like to help you become active again. 
 
It is part of the spiritual duty of the church council to attend to 
the spiritual needs and faith development of the followers of 
Jesus who claim Bethany as their home church.  Christianity 
is a communal faith – Jesus calls us to come together and 
worship as long as we are able-bodied. 
 
Our constitution charges the council to review the member-
ship list and place upon an “inactive list” the names of those 
who have not been active in a two-year period.  The constitu-
tion defines “inactive” as not showing interest in attending 
church services, or not communing or contributing for two 
years. But our main concern isn’t a constitution…it is you and 
your ongoing relationship with Christ and his church. We 
want to help you. Thanks! 



Bethany Foundation Grant Applications  
Available August 1, 2022 

 
Bethany Lutheran Foundation of Fredericksburg, Texas, Inc. will 
begin accepting grant applications from nonprofit organizations 
after August 1, 2022.  The Foundation, whose mission is to Ad-
vance and Support the Discipleship of Jesus Christ, was established 
in 2007 with funds received from Bethany member Alma  
Braeutigam, upon her death.  The Foundation continues to be sup-
ported by Bethany members and the general public through dona-
tions, memorials, and bequests. 
 
The Foundation is managed by a seven-member governing board 
elected by the Bethany congregation.  Current board members are 
Sharon Joseph, Bill Heath, Robin Duderstadt, Merrily Hartmann, 
Beth Luckenbach, Weldon Itz and Mike Sedgewick. 
 
To date, Bethany Lutheran Foundation has awarded $431,786.00 
to community nonprofit organizations whose outreach programs 
serve children, seniors, veterans, families and the developmentally 
disabled, as well as housing, counseling, emergency services and 
Christian Ministry programs.  Bethany Lutheran Church and Beth-
any Preschool also receive funds from the Foundation. 
 
 Grant applications may be obtained by calling Beth Luckenbach at 
830-456-3453.  Completed grant applications must be mailed to 
Bethany Lutheran Foundation, P.O. Box 673, Fredericksburg, TX 
78624 and postmarked no later than September 15, 2022. 
 
The Foundation Board sincerely thanks all Bethany members and 
the public for their continued financial support. 
 
More information about the Bethany Lutheran Foundation may be 

found at their website, www.blffbgtx.org. 
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BPS  
FAJITA DINNER 
 

 
Tickets on Sale September 12th 

$15 per plate 
Dine-In or Take-Out!! 

 

Have a Delicious Meal and Support  
our Preschool!!! 

(For more information see p. 12 of this newsletter!)

     
 
 
 

Oktoberfest in Fredericksburg is happening September 
30th – October 2nd, 2022, but we are already looking 

for volunteers to help with Kinderpark!  We need adult 
and youth volunteers to help with the kids’ games & 
prizes!!  Sign up with Kiesha if you are interested in  

helping!  All money raised at Oktoberfest will go  
toward Bethany Youth activities and trips. 
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Life stewardship lessons  
        from the Danes 

 
 

And Jesus said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
possessions.’ -Luke 12:15 

 

The people of Denmark, about six million living in a nation smaller than 
West Virginia, routinely count among the world’s most contented. This 
year’s World Happiness Report ranks the Danes No. 2, behind Finland. The 
United States ranks 19. 

 

What do the Danes know that we don’t? 

 

Several key principles for living help explain Danish happiness, Meik  
Wiking, chief executive officer of the Happiness Research Institute in  
Copenhagen, told the New York Times: 

 

Decoupling wellbeing from wealth. Jesus did teach us that our lives do 
not consist in the abundance of possessions, though our consumer culture 
relentlessly tells us otherwise. How much happier would Americans be if 
our culture taught us to be content regardless of our wealth? 

 

Hygge. This is a Danish term that Wiking describes as “the art of enjoying 
the simple pleasures in life.” Getting together with friends, enjoying the 
outdoors, experiencing joy with family, finding peace in your own home – 
things that are readily at hand, without fuss or expense. 

 

High levels of trust. Scandinavians tend to trust one another and their 
institutions. “We consider the collective ‘we’ versus ‘me,’” Amy Clotwor-
thy, a professor at the University of Copenhagen, told the Times. 

 

As Christians looking for guidance on how we can be good stewards of our 
lives, these principles provide inspiration and guidance.  How might you 
incorporate them into your life? 

 

Rob Blezard 

 

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. 
Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and 

as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 19 

Coffee—Whole Bean, Ground, Kcups—$10.00 
Boxed Tea—$4    Chocolate Chips—$5 
Hot Cocoa & Baking Cocoa—$8  Chocolate Bars—$4 
 

Yes, The WELCA ladies will sell  

coffee, chocolate and tea in Septem-

ber!! 
 It’s for a great cause. The money raised helps 
to pay for the shipping of quilts, baby kits and 

school kits for Lutheran World Relief. 
To make it more convenient, we have set up a table in the 
narthex at church with a donation box.  We hope you will 
stop by and pick up a bag or two and some chocolate bars.  
Any questions?  Contact  

Debbie Tiemann 456-6946 or email at : 
rtiemann1@austin.rr.com 

 

35th Annual Convention 

    Southwestern Texas Synod 
Women of the ELCA 

 
 

       

 September 23-25, 2022  

   

Disciple Oaks Camping & Retreat Center, 
                     Gonzales, TX 

 

Convention Theme:  
              “Rejoice, Renew and Respond” 

 

Registration form & Info. will be on the 
WELCA bulletin Board. 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/


September  

Schedule 

 September 1—  9:30 a.m. Leah Circle meets in the Fellowship Hall 
 September 6—3:45 p.m. WELCA board meets in downstairs  kitchen. 
 September 8—9:15 a.m. Lydia Circle meets in the downstairs kitchen. 
 September 13—6:00 p.m.   Hope Circle meets in the downstairs 

kitchen (or maybe in the Fellowship Hall.) 
 

We Need Volunteers for the 

Cross Trails  

Lutheran Fall Festival 

Date: Saturday, September 17th. 2022 
   Time: 9:00 am—3:00 pm 
   Place: Marktplatz 
We need: 
 Volunteers to work in the Bethany Booth 
 Baked items to sell (Check with your Circle Leader) 

 

See the sign-up sheet on the WELCA bulletin Board. 
Please have your items at the Bethany church kitchen by 
5:00 pm the Friday before the Festival (Sept. 16th.)  We 
will be setting up at 7:30 am on Saturday morning.  

 

We could use your help!! 
We will also need help with the clean-up after 3:00 pm. 
 
 
 

 
Come buy some goodies, support Cross Trails 

Camp and support our Bethany WELCA!! 
(See p. 2 for more details.) 
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Council Highlights—  
August 16, 2022 

 The council accepted Berta Allen’s resignation upon 
her retirement as church financial secretary and ap-
proved hiring Becky Dittmar as the new secretary.  

 The audit for the church and the preschool was ac-
cepted and approved. The few small changes recom-
mended by auditors will be addressed. 

 Covid protocols:  When the CDC risk factor for        
Gillespie County is rated as “high,” masks will be 
worn by food servers and communion servers.  Food 
servers will also wear gloves. 

 The council will be meeting with the Capital Cam-
paign Committee, the Building Committee, and rep-
resentatives of the Bethany Preschool Board to col-
lect data and to evaluate the next steps to be taken 
for the proposed new BPS building. 
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   COVID Precautions 
   The Council has approved a  
   new set of precautions for  
   COVID.  We will monitor the 
county risk assessment from the CDC, and if 
Gillespie County enters into the “high” cate-
gory, we will wear masks and gloves for food 
service, and communion assistants will wear 
masks and use hand sanitizers.  If the assess-
ment is in the “moderate” or “low” category, 
these precautions will be removed.  Thank you 
for your understanding. 
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 A Few Words from our 
BPS Director:  

 
 

Cheryl Flink 
Ephesians 5:20   “always giving thanks to God the  

Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

Bethany Preschool has had a wonderful start to the school year! We 
are blessed to be fully staffed and have 111 children enrolled be-
tween our preschool and after school care program. Our staff are 
utilizing their time by splitting children into small groups to provide a 
stronger academic experience. We have also begun using our 
brand new Frogstreet curriculum, and have been focusing on theme 
one: All About Me.  The children are learning rules and routines at 
school, how families are alike and different, how to identify different 
feelings and facial expressions, and how to develop self calming 
strategies.  

 

Our students will begin the Bible curriculum in September,  
Sparkhouse, and will also have Chapel each week with the Pastors 
and Kiesha.  

 

Denise Stehling has organized a volunteer team, and we look for-
ward to weekly visits from our Bethany readers!  

 

Looking ahead, it is soon time to begin selling tickets for our  
Bethany Preschool Fajita dinner fundraiser! Please mark your  
calendars for October 16th! For $15, you will have a delicious lunch 

and support the preschool! This year, we will offer the meals To-Go 
and have the fellowship hall open for guests to pick up their meals 
and eat at the church! Dollars raised from this event support our 
ability to maintain a low cost tuition for families, as well as  
operations support. Tickets go on sale September 12th!   

 

Thank you for your support and encouragement as our program 
continues to thrive!  

 

God be with you, 

 

Cheryl Flink 
 

17 

Youth & 

   Family 

Faith Foundations 
Faith Foundations is our after school program for 1st-5th 
graders.  We will be spending time on the foundational sto-
ries of the Bible on the kids’ levels, while also incorporating 
games, snacks, music, and spending time together.  Faith 
Foundations will take place every Tuesday or Thursday after 
school until 5:00 p.m. 

Jumpstart 
Jumpstart is an after school program for students in 6th 
grade and takes place every Wednesday from 4:00-5:00 pm.  
Jumpstart is just what it sounds like...a jumpstart to  
Confirmation.  Students gather for snacks, and after that  
they have a short lesson followed by a craft, project or  
game.  Jumpstart is designed to serve as an introduction to 
the Confirmation classes in which they will participate over 
the next 2 years. 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is a 2-yr. program that takes an in-depth look 
at the Christian faith.  This year we will examine the Bible  
stories of the Old & New Testaments.  We’ll explore how our 
biblical ancestors encountered God’s faithfulness, as we 
learn about how God continues to be faithful to us & present  
with us in our own lives & the lives of those around us. 
 Confirmation sessions take place every Wednesday night 
from 5:00-7:00 pm. 

Highschool 
High Schoolers will periodically meet on Sundays, once a 
month for meals, trips, games, activities, Bible study, etc..! 
Get a calendar from Kiesha! 
   

 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ephesians/5-20
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Rally 

Day 

2022 
Bethany  

kids, youth & 
adults had fun 
& fellowship 
at Rally Day, 
August 21st. 

For more info. 
on Bethany’s 

Sunday School 
see pp. 6 & 7 of 
this newsletter! 

This gathering 
kicks off the 
new year of 

Sunday 
School. 
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Bethany Quilters  
Have Been Busy!!!!  

On August 10th, nine ladies met and packed 180 quilts for  
Lutheran World Relief (LWR).  These boxes along with school 
kits, personal care kits, and baby kits will be sent to St. John  
Lutheran Church in Marion, TX on November 2nd.  There these 
boxes will be packed onto 18 wheeler trucks and taken to new 
Windsor, MD and the Lutheran World Relief distribution  
headquarters.  From there these relief items will be sent to  
areas all over the world wherever disasters have occurred. 
 
     If you are interested in becoming part of this  
     amazing ministry please come to the music  
     room in the basement the second Wednesday 
     of the month at 9:00 am.   

   No experience necessary!! 



Calendar 
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Calendar 
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