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Gott ist die Liebe
By Pastor Casey

March

When our Fredericksburg ancestors came from Germany 175
years ago, they brought with them their hymnody, that is,
their faith songs in their native language. One such song is
“Gott ist die Liebe” (translated “God is love”), which in order
to rhyme, became the English song “God Loves Me Dearly.”
Some of our members remember the song from childhood.
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I found the German hymn in my wife’s grandfather’s Unser
Liedenbuch, and Pastor Ray found a copy of that same hymnal
in Bethany’s archives. The song is by August Rische (18191906), and a website credits a hymn book out of Thüringen
for publication. If you google it, you’ll find it was popular not
only with Lutherans but also amongst the Moravians, Amish,
and Mennonites.
I think I first heard it in Doss, though I learned later that some
elders in my home church knew it, so they sang it at my ordination and again last month at the church’s 150th anniversary.
We’ll use it as our theme hymn for Lent—not only as a reminder that God does love us and brings us saving, redeeming love, but also as a nod to the pioneers in these hills 175
years ago. May it say to you again that in this wild and wide
world, God loves you.

Preschool Director Farewell

In Our Prayers

March 6 Gatherings
As you may know, our Preschool Director Stephanie Sanchez announced last fall that she would
be leaving Fredericksburg to return to her family’s preschool in
the Houston area. We will miss her! Her last day is March 11.
She has certainly had a heart for children and a heart for Jesus,
and we thank her for her many years of service. We will have
a special graduation for the children on Sunday, March 6, at
3:00 p.m. followed by a farewell party in the fellowship hall.
Stephanie began teaching at Bethany Preschool in September
2010 and became director in June 2012. Under her leadership,
the preschool grew from around 50 students to over 110, including a new after-school program.

Upcoming Retirements
In the last few months, two of our long-time Bethany financial people indicated they would be retiring
in 2022:
JOYCE RICHEY has been the office manager
(including financial secretary) for Bethany Preschool
for 14 years. She will be retiring on April 25, and the Board has
named administrative assistant Jessica Schulz as the new office
manager.
BERTA ALLEN has worked at Bethany for 30 years—as church office
manager for most of those years and as part-time financial secretary the last several years. She has not set a retirement date yet but
it will likely come late spring or early summer.
Watch for more information in the April edition of the Bells.

New Preschool Director
As we go to press, we have received news that the Preschool
Board has hired Cheryl Flink as Director, beginning June 1.
More information to come!
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Hospital/Clinic/ER:
Allen Buchmeier
Shelba Fenimore Tuttie Geistweidt
Raynette Kuenemann Lara Nixon-Rivera Larry Ottmers
Russell Wipff

Ongoing:
Carol Eckhardt

Audrey Gold

Jason Smith

TRANSITION:
Our preschool director Stephanie Sanchez and husband
Jack and son Jacob as they move to the Houston area.

See Us on Facebook
Weekly Livestream Changes
You don’t have to be a Facebook member to go to
Bethany’s Facebook page and watch our livestream
events… which are also saved and can be watched at
another time:





FB prayer service w/ Pastor Kevin—Monday morning
Bible Study w/ Pastor Kevin—7:00 pm Wednesdays
Sunday Services at 8:15 traditional and 10:30 Praise &
Worship (10:30 is also on YouTube)
PLUS go to Bethany’s YouTube channel to watch
sermons and other video events
URL for YouTube

www.youtube.com/c/BethanyLutheranChurchofFredericksburgTX

Bethany YARD HEARTS will
keep traveling!!
All money raised will help
fund youth camps and
events.
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March Birthdays
1 – Dayton Hayes
Danny McQuay
Trey Schnelle
3 – Seth Bonillas
Judy Enderlin
Kaitlyn Evans
JR Hartmann
Courtney Ottmers Eddins
Karen Roesch
5 – Donald Eckhardt
6 – Ethan Flink
Mary Greene
Sandra Hohmann
Daniel Stehling
7 – Fred Eiler
Donny Moellendorf
Sidney Nixon
Kenneth Treibs
8 – Kenneth Hoffmann
Gary McCready
Jena Ottmers
Mary Perry Monkhouse
Ashley Wipff
9 – Kiesha Priem
10 – Dawson Holland
Eunice Pape
McKenzie Robison
Mike Sagebiel

11 – Lucinda Zesch
Kinsley Rabke
12 – Luke Oestreich
Rick Slaughter
13 – Linda McCann
14 – Brooklyn Grobe
Mary Lou Loudon
Sharon Millsap
15 – Zander Maner
Bailee Treibs
Corine Schultz
Larry Johnson
18 – Evan Bell
Stacy Rush
19 – Shannon Smith
20 – Chris Schoessow
Sarah Whited
Amann
21 – Kyla Atkins
Eston Epton
Bill Hill
Kendra Ottmers
22 – Elizabeth Dulaney
Leland Geistweidt
Heinz Roesch
23 – Genevieve Ketron
Ginny Stehling

Ash Wednesday March 2
24 – Mary Evans
Margie Hohmann
Allen Marshall
Melanie Moellendorf
Janet Rode
25 – Deanna Christensen
Ellen Cleaton
Carlene Grobe
Gayle McQuay
Sydney Windham
Terri James
27 – Debbie Cox
Walt Grinke
Pat Laughlin
Shirley Meier
Katlin Millsap
28 – Kyle Kneese
Liston Tronstad
29—Kathy Hill
30 – Ida Crenwelge
Anton Loest
Jane Perry
31 –Kaden Ottmers
Cassy Schoessow

Stay Informed




Text messages for updates & prayer; to join the Bethany
group, text: @bethanytx2 to 81010
After hours, listen to our office phone’s voice message
about upcoming worship.
Those on our email prayer chain will also occasionally receive updates about changes in schedules.

Bulletin Announcements on Website
Want to see the Sunday bulletin and announcements? They’re
both posted each week on our website—the first items on the
page:
www.bethanyfbg.com
Don’t have internet? Stop by the church during the week for a copy.
If you’d like to stay in your car, call and we’ll bring one out to you! 30

12:15 Communion & Imposition of Ashes
6:00 Baked Potato Supper – Fellowship Hall
7:00 Communion & Imposition of Ashes

Other Wednesdays –
One Service
12:15 Worship in the Sanctuary (in-person & live stream)
12:45 Soup Lunch in the Fellowship Hall
Plus any time: watch the recorded 12:15 service

Wednesday Theme:

Gott ist die Liebe: God Is Love
In this 175th anniversary year of Fredericksburg, we’ll put our
theme title in German in honor of our founders. This worship
series for the six weeks of Lent and Holy Week delves into
the rich and diverse aspects of God’s love for us shown most
clearly in the life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus.
Each service focuses specifically on a meaningful descriptor
of God’s love and applies that description to the words and
actions of Jesus Christ who is God’s love incarnate come
down to save us.
March 2:
March 9:
March 16:
March 23:
March 30:
April 6:
April 14:
April 15:

Redemptive Love
Compassionate Love
Steadfast Love
Enriching Love
Living Love
Holy Love
Selfless Love (Maundy Thursday)
Sacrificial Love (Good Friday)
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March 2022
Assisted Living
Nursing Home Communion

Lifeboat Log:
March 2022
Location

Some great news this month:
Bethany's F.E.S. Emergency Clothing Drive
in January yielded fantastic results! 12
pairs of shoes, 76 t-shirts, 30 long sleeve t-shirts/sweatshirts,
42 warm-up pants, 26 short pants, and numerous leggings,
underwear, socks, and coats were collected. In addition, 8
more pairs of shoes, several packs of underwear and socks,
plenty of Gatorade, Saltines, and baby wipes, and a $125
Walmart gift card were purchased with over $380 raised in
cash. What fun it has been delivering all of this to the F.E.S.
nurses! Thank you, Bethany congregation, for helping to fill a
need in our community. In Jesus' name! Amen!

Day

Time

Knopp Assisted

Wed. 3/2

Knopp #2

Wed. 3/2

Heritage Place Thur. 3/3
Windcrest

Thur. 3/3

9:30

Location
Villages of
Windcrest

10:30 FBG NH

Day
Wed. 3/9

9:45

Wed. 3/9

10:45

9:30 Knopp RC Thur. 3/10
10:30 Knopp #1

Thur. 3/10

Bring your automobile by for a little
T.L.C. on Saturday, March 5, from
9 - 11 AM, in the back parking
lot. We will check your tire pressure
and various fluid levels, inspect your
belts and tires for wear, and give a tip or two when we
can. We could also use some word-of-mouth
advertising, so if you know someone who could use
this service, please pass this information along.
See you there and thanks, again.
Bethany Outreach and Advocacy Team
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9:30
10:30

Bethany: January/April/July/October
Holy Ghost: March/June/September/December
Zion: February/May/August/November

Celeste Care
*Dan Mittel

Villages of Windcrest
*Marion Welgehausen *Gloria Brooks *Audelle Burkey

FBG NURSING HOME

BOAT Car Day - March 5

Time

*Ruby May Stahl

KNOPP HEALTHCARE & REHAB CTR (#1)
*Robert & Bambi Walter *Brandi Welgehausen

KNOPP RETIREMENT
*Clarence Rose

KNOPP (#2)
* Betty Grinke

KNOPP Assisted Living Care Center
*Susan Weinheimer

WINDCREST NURSING & REHAB
Out of Town
Menger Springs/Boerne, TX *Dorothy Rode
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Ash Wednesday Stewardship
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.” -Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 254
With these ancient words from Genesis 3:19 and the
swipe of a dirty thumb across our foreheads, Ash
Wednesday propels us into Lent with the proper context
to understand our lives as stewards of the riches God
entrusts to us.
The essential teaching of Ash Wednesday – that we are just mortals, after all –
crushes our ego, dispels our pretentions, and drives us deep into God’s mysteries.
Why are we here? What are our lives all about? What’s really important? Pray
over these questions and profound insights emerge.
We are dust. Yes, but we are God’s dust. Our body consists of trillions of atoms,
each a speck of “dust” created by of God, billions of years ago. God put us together from the stuff of the universe.
 Therefore, we are quite literally “earthy” beings, made of the same material
as air, water, soil and stone. Part of creation, we work to preserve and sustain God’s creation for future generations.
 Therefore, we revere and care for our bodies through healthy living.
We are breath. We are not only dust. Genesis 2:7 describes us as “dust” into
which God has “breathed the Holy breath of life.” Our lives are the breath of God
in our dust.
 Therefore, every breath we take is holy, a prayer that whispers God’s praise.
 Therefore, we look to God to align our lives with God’s holy reality that arcs
towards peace, love, joy, justice, and truth.
Our time is brief. The “dust” that is us will return to the earth. We have a finite
number of minutes.
 Therefore, every hour, every second is sacred. There is not a single moment
one to waste. We spend our time wisely, carefully, prayerfully.
 Therefore, we do not cling to our possessions, knowing that we will leave it
all behind.
 Therefore, we nourish our lives with lasting treasures – relationships, trust,
love, joy, service, generosity, and harmony.
This Lent spend time in prayer, with openness and honesty. See how God will
transforming you into the person you were created to be. Reflect each day on Ash
Wednesday. “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

March Special Offering

Rainbow Trail
Lutheran Camp
Rainbow Trail’s history began back in the
1920’s as a family retreat 4 miles west of Hillside, Colorado. In 1957 two Lutheran Synods
purchased the property with plans for ministry
including Christ-centered hospitality and education. The first campers arrived in summer of
1958. Through the gifts of several families,
facilities were added year after year. Now
Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp is owned by
Lutheran congregations of the Rocky Mountain
Synod of the ELCA. 2022 marks its 65th year of
ministry.
Our Bethany confirmation youth & high
school youth have enjoyed an annual trip there.
The Stewardship Committee thought it appropriate to include Rainbow Trail as one of its special
monthly offerings this year, knowing that upkeep
and staffing are constant cost- rising worries.
Please use the special offering envelope for
Rainbow Trail or if you drop a check in the offering box, be sure it is marked “Rainbow Trail” on
the memo line. Thank you for supporting this
Christ-centered camp in the beautiful Rocky
Mountains.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard
serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and as content editor for
28
www.stewardshipoflife.org.
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Sundays in March:

Wed.
Mar.
2

Adult Classes @ 9:20 Sundays

Adult Bible Class The Adult Bible Class meets in the overflow area at the
back of the sanctuary with the pastors. They generally
study a book of the Bible or specific Bible topics. They welcome all ages but most are over 50, although millennials
sometimes attend. People of all ages are welcomed!
March topic: “Law and Gospel”

Transitions Class–
The Transitions class is for anyone who
enjoys a highly interactive class where
all thoughts and ideas are welcome. The class meets in
room 205 (triple room) at 9:20 a.m.. Please join us for
lively discussions on various topics related to life and faith.

Legacy Builders (young adults class)The Legacy Builders class meets downstairs in
room 115 starting at 9:20 am. In March they
will be finishing up “You Were Made For This
Moment.” The next series will be “Making
Sense of the Bible” with a DVD series by Adam
Hamilton. Please join us for breakfast bar, fellowship and studies seeking guidance for life’s
decisions.

March 2022 TRADITIONAL WORSHIP COMMUNION
Date

6

Sun.
Mar.
6
Sun.
Mar.
13
Sun.
Mar.
20
Sun.
Mar.
27

Time

12:15
7 p.m.
8:15
10:30
8:15
10:30
8:15
10:30
8:15
10:30

Communion Assistants

Kathy Meybaum, Beth Luckenbach
Jim & Constance Schultz
Jonathan Baethge & Rose Marie Mazanke
Keith & Eileen Whited, Kathy Meybaum
No Communion
No Communion
May Eilers, Todd Keener
Carlton Eckert, Teri & David Ewing
No Communion
No Communion

March 2022 TRADITIONAL WORSHIP -Wednesdays
Date

Time

Wed.
Mar. 9

12:15

Wed.
Mar. 16

12:15

Wed.
Mar. 23

12:15

Wed.
Mar. 30

12:15

Ushers

Willard Dearing & Marjorie Ottmers
Sharon & Tom Roarick
Willard Dearing, Becky & Judy Dittmar
Sharon & Tom Roarick
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March 2022 TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
DATE TIME
Wed.
Mar.
2

Sun.
Mar.
6

Sun.
Mar.
13

Sun.
Mar.
20

Sun.
Mar.
27

12:15

Willard Dearing captain,
Sandra Kammlah, Tom Pahl, Jerald Klett

7:00
pm

Jonathan Baethge, captain
Ted & Nancy Geistweidt, Jerry Luckenbach

8:15

Dorothy Klier, captain,
Wayne Klier, Ben Warriner, Elizabeth Warriner

10:30

8:15

Breakfast Bar Info:

USHERS

Come join us for a full breakfast bar
in the downstairs kitchen (rm. 109).
Breakfast begins at 9:00 before Sunday School. The food is served by
masked and gloved hosts—not a grab & go meal.
We encourage folks to dine in their Sunday
School classroom or you may dine at tables &
chairs across the hall in the Noah’s Ark room.

Kenneth Treibs, captain
Jaye Treibs, Jennifer Jenschke, James Jenschke
Vonnie Maner, captain,
Zander Maner

10:30

Ernie Loeffler, captain
Carlton Eckert

8:15

Gary Stehling, captain
Denise Stehling, Cindy Zenner, James Hartmann

10:30

Donnie Schuch captain
Bruce Woerner, Joyce Richey, Tom Roarick

8:15

Dwight Oestreich, captain
Shirley Sagebiel

10:30

Willard Dearing, captain
Dayton Eckhardt

Come Join us for
Sunday School!!
Who goes……
Where
2-5 year olds
Kinder & 1st Grade
2nd & 3rd grade
4th & 5th Grade
Middle School
High School

Council Highlights—

Room #100
Room #103
Room #101
Room #105
Room #113
Room #112

Sunday School Stewardship

February 15, 2022


Bethany will continue the same protocols established at the
Breakfast Bar (masked and gloved servers) for upcoming Lenten
meals.



The Koehler Company (Seguin, TX) was approved to offer
Bethany an estimate for construction of the new preschool.



At some point in 2022, our financial secretary will be retiring.
Council is beginning the process to find a replacement for Berta
Allen.
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Sunday School Offering Recipient
For March was:

Lutheran World
Relief
Gifts of Love—
Hen & Chicks
Chosen by CYFM
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March 2022 PRAISE & WORSHIP (10:30)

A Few Words from our
BPS Director:
Stephanie Sanchez

Leader

Communion Assistants
HOSTS

Kid’s Message

Sun.
Mar.
6

BLC Congregation,
I wanted to take a moment to express my deepest gratitude
for all your love and support during my ten years as director
of Bethany Preschool. In the summer of 2012, I stepped
into the role of director feeling very young & inadequate.
At that time, I had no idea the support and encouragement
that would surround me. It quickly became evident what a
great support system I had found in our congregation. You
all accepted me with open arms and supported my ideas for
growth and change with words of encouragement and an
outpouring of love.
During my time here, I have worked closely with many of
you as board members, volunteers, mentors, cheerleaders,
and friends. Every Sonic drink, smile, word of encouragement, and thumbs up after a tearful speech on the microphone, gave me the confidence to keep moving forward
and by knowing we had such a supportive congregation behind us, develop our program into the respected one we
know today. Every one of you is a part of Bethany Preschool’s story and legacy. I am confident that the next chapter of Bethany Preschool is going to be filled with even
more amazing things as Cheryl Flink steps into the role of
Director. Her years of experience and attitude of excellence
will take the Preschool to a level we have never known. I
know that you all will be there to help and cheer them on
and I am so grateful for that.

Prayer Minister

Ken Smith
Ken Smith

Sun.
Mar.
13

Mary Evans

Sun.
Mar.
20

Carl Schoessow

Mary Evans

Carl Schoessow

Sun. Beth Luckenbach
Mar.
27
Beth Luckenbach

Karen Rode
(2)

Kathy & Mark
Marquart
Linda Pape
Karen Rode

Shane & Michele
Willis

No Communion
Ken Smith
Jay Treibs (2)
Mary & Steve Evans (2)
Mary Evans
No Communion
Carl Schoessow
Marc & Camille
Williamson
Beth & Erik Iverson
Beth Luckenbach

Yes, The WELCA ladies will sell
coffee, chocolate and tea in March!!
It’s for a great cause. The money raised helps
to pay for the shipping of quilts, baby kits and
school kits for Lutheran World Relief.
To make it more convenient, we have set up a table in the
narthex at church with a donation box. We hope you will
stop by and pick up a bag or two and some chocolate bars.
Any questions? Contact
Debbie Tiemann 456-6946 or email at :
rtiemann1@austin.rr.com
Coffee—Whole Bean, Ground, Kcups—$10.00
Boxed Tea—$4
Chocolate Chips—$4
Hot Cocoa & Baking Cocoa—$5
Chocolate Bars—$4

(continued on p. 9)
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Cross Trails Ministry
The Tenth Annual

Gift of Faith Gala

Raising Funds for Camperships
And to Keep Camp Affordable for All!
Saturday, March 12th from 5-9 pm.
This year's Gift of Faith Gala will be held as a hybrid
event. There will be a gathering at Ebert Ranch where
tickets can be pre-purchased online for the in-person
event that will take place on Saturday, March 12th
from 5-9 pm.
There will be great food, music, entertainment, live and silent
auctions, and safe fellowship. You are invited to come and enjoy
a wonderful time while you help to keep camp affordable for everyone!

If you cannot join us for our in-person event, we want to invite
you to participate from the comfort of your home. Our silent
auction and other fundraising opportunities will be held online
at GiftofFaith22.givesmart.com beginning March 5th.
Our goal this year is to raise $40,000 and we need your help
to get there!
If you would like to send a donation via check, please mail
your check to:
Cross Trails Ministry
391 Upper Turtle Creek Rd.
Kerrville, TX 78028
Please include “Gift of Faith Gala” in your check’s memo.
Please feel free to reach out to Jessica Pina, Outreach Director, with any questions you may have!
24
830-257-6340

(Continued from p. 8.)
When I moved to a small town in the Hill Country “for
a boy”, I had no idea the family I would find here. I
am so blessed that the Lord brought me to Fredericksburg and brought me to Bethany Lutheran Church.
God has used this congregation to help heal a heart
that had been broken by the Church in the past.
When I look at all you do for each other and for the
community, I see Jesus. I have gained so much knowledge and grown so much under the leadership of BLC
pastors and congregation. By always being there to
lend a helping hand, you all have taught me to let go
and be open to helping hands. Through your trust in
me, I have learned to trust in others. I have never
been a part of a church family that loves so generously. Thank you for being true followers of Christ.
Bethany Lutheran Church and the people that make it
will always be a part of who I am. I look forward to
staying in touch. I hope to see you all again soon.
In His Service,
Stephanie Sanchez
Stephmsanchez83@gmail.com

Coming in April:

Joint Easter Egg Hunt
With Holy Ghost Church
April 16th
(More info. coming in the April Bells!)
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March
Schedule






March 1— 3:45 pm WELCA board meets in downstairs
kitchen.
March 3— 9:30 am Leah Circle meets at Bethany Fellowship Hall.
March 8—6:00 pm Hope Circle meets somewhere
downstairs. Try the downstairs kitchen first!
March 9—9:00 am Quilters meet in the quilting/choir
room downstairs.
March 10—9:15 am Lydia Circle meets in the downstairs kitchen.

***Monthly offering for February went to the Needs Council. ****

Recognition of our 2021
Bold Woman Recipient
Sunday, February 27th

World Day of Prayer,
Friday, March 4 (See p. 15 for more details.)

Hill Country Conference Spring Gathering
March 26 @ Ebert Ranch
Sign-up sheet is on the WELCA bulletin board.
More info. will be announced at our March circle meetings.

(Continued from p. 22.)
And now the rapidly growing wine industry in Gillespie
County and the Texas Hill County has a presence on Main
Street and downtown.
One of the remarkable things is that Fredericksburg’s
Main Street really did not suffer the same fate as so many
“main streets” in towns across America – namely abandonment and empty buildings as large retailers spread across
the country and mega shopping malls opened in the metropolitan areas in the 1960s and 1970s.
Commerce in Fredericksburg has continually adapted to
the changing needs of our community and those visiting
and passing through our town.
For just over 100 years, the Fredericksburg Chamber of
Commerce has been working to promote the interests of
its business members and helping to create a conducive
atmosphere for commerce to grow in our town.
And for over 35 years the Fredericksburg Convention
and Visitor Bureau has worked to stimulate the local economy and commerce through promotion of Fredericksburg
and Gillespie County as a visitor destination.
Likewise for more than 30 years the Gillespie County Economic Development Commission has been helping those
who want to join the thriving business community.
The 175th Steering Committee salutes all the businessmen and women who have created and nourished the
commerce of Fredericksburg for the past 175 years!

March 2022 Altar Guild
Ash Wednesday
Constance Schultz, Marjorie Ottmers

WELCA Spring Retreat/Joint Circle Gathering
Sunday, June 5th at the home of Karen Oestreich
More news coming later.
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Traditional:
Marjorie Ottmers, Pat McCready,
Shelba Fenimore
Contemporary:
Jaye Treibs & Krystal Geistweidt
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175th Anniversary Salutes
“Lasting Commerce”
This Month
The Steering Committee of the
175th Anniversary Celebration is saluting
“Lasting Commerce” during March. The sponsor for this month is
Arrowhead Bank.
From the earliest days of the settlement of Fredericksburg, commerce has been an essential part of the community. In the beginning, the German pioneers traded with the soldiers who arrived at
Fort Martin Scott starting in 1848 – the earliest commerce.
Fredericksburg was also on one of the routes that the FortyNiners used to head to the gold rush in California – stocking up on
supplies as they passed through our town and giving the town a
much needed infusion of cash.
Certainly since the founding of Fredericksburg in 1846, our Main
Street has gone through many transformations in terms of the
types of businesses operating there.
In the early days the businesses were about the necessities
needed to survive on the frontier of Texas and to support an agricultural economy. Cabinet shops, wagon makers, meat markets
and general stores opened, along with saloons frequented primarily by the men of the community in those days.
Churches, a county courthouse, hospitals and funeral homes
were established.
Department stores, variety stores, restaurants, bakeries and
banks opened as the population grew and the local residents accumulated some wealth.
With the arrival of automobiles, gasoline stations were opened
along Main Street.
Every fall, the businesses of Fredericksburg catered to the hunters who arrived for deer season. And eventually came the transformation to businesses catering to the growing visitor trade – antique shops, home décor and design, fashion boutiques, art galleries, specialty stores and more.
22
(Continued on p. 23.)

BLC Dollars & Cents
General Fund Budget
January 2022

Income
$ 50,749.07 Income – Year $ 50,749.07
Expenses $ 55,727.91 Expenses – Year $ 55,727.91
Deficit year to date ----–- ($-4,978.84)

******************
Balances Other Funds – January 2022

Designated Accounts: $265,546.13
Capital Improvement/Hennig Fund: $166,794.03
Pre School Building Fund: $208,484.81
Emergency Aid Fund (Chase): $15,009.82
BBVA/Compass–Money Market Account Balance
$106,773.08
ELCA Loan Fund (Investment Account) $35,000.00
First United Bank (CD-Hein Estate Gift) $106,199.44
First United Bank (Savings-Hein Estate Gift) $60,696.06
Edward Jones (Dr. Stein Estate Gift) $291,478.76

Monthly Special Offerings - 2022
January - Der Stadt Friedhof - $3,615.00

Dear Bethany friends,
Thanks to everyone who
gave to the Tornado Relief fund
for my hometown Cayce,
Kentucky. I have spoken with the pastor and they
are truly grateful. Ironically, the only thing left
standing was the church, with minimal damage! I
knew Bethany would come through as we are a
giving congregation.
I am truly grateful!
Nancy Geistweidt
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Church Council Elects Officers

Brother
Steward

President: Caleb Elrod
Vice President: David Ewing
Secretary: Eileen Whited
Selection of Council liaisons & church staff to
standing committees:

Testing Our Commitment
Lent is a time to be proactive and
truly alive in the spirit of Christ. Instead of pleasing ourselves, it is a
time of meditation, worship, and
helping others through God's gifts to
us of time, talent and treasure. Lent
is a time that tests our stewardship of these gifts. Here's
what we can do.
Time: Use it to pray for thanks, requests, the sick, our
pastors, sisters, military, country, peace, our children, and
families. Pray at home, in the office, while walking, before
sleep.
Talents: Help others, volunteer for food bank, visit the
sick, call the lonely, restore a home for an aging couple,
counsel the depressed, join a committee.
Treasure: Add an extra dollar a week to the offertory collection. This supports our ministries. What you save on
giving up candy, a donut, a latte, smokes, a six pack, donate to the offertory collection. The needy need help!
Don't wait! Commit!
God Bless!
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Evangelism: Becky Dittmar & Pr. Casey
Fellowship: Tim Dahlstrom & Pr. Casey
Finance: Will Stehling & Layne Petty
Children/Youth/Family: Sheila Donovan & Kiesha
Preschool: Danny Flink & Pr, Kevin
Property: Troy Ottmers & Layne Petty
Social Concerns: David Ewing & Pr. Kevin
Stewardship: Deanna Christensen & Pr. Kevin
Traditional Worship: Jet Itz & both pastors
Praise & Worship: Lyle Johansen & both pastors
In addition, pastors and some council members serve on other
special boards, committees, and teams such as:
Building Committee
Capital Campaign Team
Bethany Foundation

Tech Team
Executive Committee
B.O.A.T.
Nominating Committee

Bethany Youth collected
210 lbs of food for the
Fredericksburg Food
Pantry during
Superbowl Sunday!

We appreciate all who donated food!!
Sunday, March 6th
After church, High School will go to
Austin Paintball for the afternoon.
See Kiesha for more info.
kieshablc@gmail.com
830-997-2069
21

Special Thanks to Our
Search Team!

First Communion Class
(current 4th grade & above)
4th—6th grade will be baking bread
during the Sunday School Hour on Mar. 6.
First Communion Family Service—March 9.
Below are those (known) eligible for First Communion
this year:
Audrey Ahrens
Payton Boesl
Erich Cleaton
Autumn Elrod
Emma Elrod
Ethan Flink
Piers Fry

Leah Geistweidt
Harper Houser
Dax Jung
Zane Oestreich
Knox Padgett
Kendyll Petty
Trenton Schnelle

Atley Schulz
Clayton Slaughter
Hudson Staudt
Andrew Stehling
Luke Stehling
Lilian Straube

Summer Dates to
Remember




June 11-18 - Middle School (current 6th & 7th graders) at Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp, Colorado
July 17-22—Day Camp at Bethany with Cross Trails Ministry
July 24-29—Elementary kids (current 2nd –5th grade) at Camp
Chrysalis, Kerrville
For Registration info. check with Kiesha!

High School Mission Trip
(current 8th—12th grade)
Pine Ridge, South Dakota (Pine Ridge Reservation)
With Next Step Ministries
June 25 – July 3
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Thanks to the Search Team appointed
by the Preschool Board to recruit a
new preschool director. The team included: Marc Williamson, Mary Alice Deike, Callie Sides,
Valerie Baughn, Jet Itz, Katie Jung, Pr. Ray Tiemann, and
ex-officio Pr Kevin and Pr Casey. The team received applications and interviewed 3 candidates. They presented
Cheryl Flink to the Board, and the Board hired her to begin on June 1.

GriefShare –
from Mourning to Joy
Not too late to come to class
GriefShare classes began meeting February 17 but it’s
not too late join as there are many topics to cover. The
grief support groups meet on Thursdays through May
19 at two times:
 10:00 a.m. until noon
 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Topics covered include 1) Is This Normal? 2) The
Challenges of Grief, 3) The Journey of Grief, 4) Grief and
Your Relationships, 5) Why? 6) Guilt and Anger, 7) Complicating Factors, 8) Stuck, 9) Lessons of Grief, 10)
Heaven, and 11) What Do I Live for Now?
For more information, contact Rev. Ray Tiemann,
Visitation Pastor, (email) tiemann200@gmail.com or
(mobile) 830-456-6948 or Wilma McAndrew, Team
Leader, (email) dwmcandrew@yahoo.com or (mobile)
830-644-2092.

13

First Bibles to be
Presented on
Palm Sunday!
First Bibles will be presented on Palm Sunday, April 10th,
to our 2 year olds and 3rd graders. The 3rd grade Bibles
will be displayed outside of the Fellowship Hall, starting
March 27th , for people to hi-light and share their favorite
verses with the kids. This is a way to celebrate God’s story
with each other and for the kids to know that they are a
part of something much bigger than themselves.
3rd Graders (& some who
2 year Olds
Have not received a BiMatthew Mechler
ble.)
Cole Reeves
Emma Baughn
Corb Rush
Nolan Baughn
Jacob Sanchez
Willow Elrod
Mia Turbeville
Daivey Edeen
Wade Giles
Johlt Haggerty
Calen Holland
***** If you do not see your child
Alayna Pape
on this list, please contact the
Grant Peyton
church office! Sometimes our
Joshua Preiss
records are not complete.******
Luke Sandoval
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19

World Day of Prayer

In celebration of Lutheran Schools Week, Bethany PS will have fun
dress up days, community service projects, and bring food to help
stock the little food pantry.
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Friday, March 4, 2022
12:00 noon—1:00
Sack lunch will be provided for “grab & go”
or dine in & fellowship
Fredericksburg United Methodist Church
1800 N. Llano St.
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
Prepared by the WDP Committee of England,
Wales & Northern Ireland
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Calendar

Calendar
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